500,000,000 bushels under
cropa for 1913, 1914 and 1915

NEW YORK CURB MARKET. }

New York, Fob. T.—On the curb market today the |
cutwand aspecy waa that of o, but the usderur- |
rent of comtimued fSrmness in the war stocks was
qalts Midvale, United Motors, Sinclalr
Oil, Astns Explosives, American Writing Paper,
and others reflected the underlying strong current
oils sgain wers siightly reactiosary. There
:tumr of interest amoug the low-priced mining

n Gas b8 changed hands at 107,

Rallway 4s held their own at 817-8. Po-

tomac Consolidated 5s were transferred at
LN

Utility shares were inactive,

share lots of Mergeuthaler

Two tan-
changed

hands, the first at i63gand the second at |

165 7-8. The bid at closing was 186, with
offerings at 196 1-4. The best bid for Lan-
ston waa 72

Lanston directors, at a meeting in New
York, have declared a regular quarterly
dividend of 11-2 per cent, payable Febru-
ary 23 to shareholders of record February
I. The present declaration Indicates that
the stock has been placed on a perma-
nent § per cent basls. President J. Maury
Dove, of this city, stated at the meeting
that the January earnings were about Lhe
best in the history of the corporation,

Dow, Jones & Co., New York brokerage
firm, yesterday telegraphed best informed

ceg In 1i ia]l Washingt to ascer-
tain If Bethlehem Steel was to be taken
over by Secretary of the Navy Danlels
as a successor to Mr, Schwab, The fol-
lowing reply was sent, following a thor-
ough Investigation:

“It is very fmprobable that the govern-
ment will take over Bteel plants and put
Schwab out. Procedure likely to be fol-
lowed will provide for government con-
trol of plants, but not interfere with per-
sonnel or disturbance of profits.'”

Rail mills have taken contracts for 40,-
000 tons of standard Bessemer for ship-
ment over the first half of 1918 It Is un-
derstood that most of this business went
to the United States Bteel Corporation
mills at Pittsburgh. The Tllinols Steel
Company has booked an order for 10,000
tons for an Eastern Ohio railroad, and
interurban roads have closed contracts
for 7,000 tons with Chieago mills, Italy
has put out inquiries for 2500 tons of
twenty-five-pound ralls.

The Iron Trade Review says that at
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NEW YORK PRODUCE.

| complications.

least 600000 tons of steel now are on rall-
road cars or piled along the right of way
at the principal Atlantie ecoast ports
awalting ships to carry it away to Euro-
rean countries. According to estimates
in well-informed trade elrcles, more than
10,000 tons of this amount Is for the
French government alone.

Export demand for steel products has
not been cut down by new international
Large demands are In the
market and some of these, notably for
rails, have been inaungurated during the
past few dayn.

NEW YORK BOND MARKET.

New York, Feb, 7.
FROM 29 P. M. ™0 OLOSING
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The tolal sales of bonds todey were £,

COTTON MARKETS.
New York, Feb. 7—Thers was o better tome tp
the cotton market todsy afler some frregularity.
Fusiness as & whols was not larze, however and the

grmeral sitnation showed no change.
The opening was a tame affair

with the tope

| tasier and prices T pointe lower 1o 3 points highor,
| the lale optlons being the highest.

There was sell-
ing for New Orleans acoount and by Liverrool,
while the buring generally wae by commimion
honses. Trading was small on the aall, but Inter
the 1 d bringing ! d activity

and Jower prices, At the end of the first ten
minotes quotations were down 4 to 10 points mder
the start. .

Port receipts for the day wers 1.585 bales, con-
trasted with 18450 bales last year. New York ware
house stocks wers 15728 bales, compared with 4.
T balee & year ago.

season o date agevegate LEILIN tales,
1.016.708 tales for the period Inst ses-
on,

was nominal, L
changed, on the basls of IT.19 cents, The miles
were 850 bales

Receipts at New Orleans wers 1,000 bales: Ba-
mnmab, 258; Norfolk, %85,

Spot eotton st Liverpool teday was quist and 9
points lower, on the basls of 10.31d for midnpland,
The males aggregated 6.000 bales, including 5000
bales American. The imports were nil. The market
for futures closed quiet but steady, met unchanged
to 5 pointa lower,
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